
 
 

 
ANALYST QUICK NOTES 
New products, M&A announcements, management shakeups, earnings surprises. Whatever the news, 
you want to know what Argus thinks. Our Quick Notes fill this need by providing real-time analysis of 
current news about Argus-covered companies or other market-moving events. Please check back 
regularly for new Quick Notes. Important disclaimer information is on the last page of this document. 
 

 
There are several strategies investors can adopt to take advantage of the recent volatility. 
               
Contrarian.  This is not for the faint of heart, but one of the places to look first is where others are 
running away.  That would be the Energy and Materials groups.  These companies are highly dependent 
on foreign markets for growth.  Stocks on our BUY list that have fallen 30% or more in the past three 
months include:  ConocoPhillips Co. (COP), Apache Corp. (APA), Alcoa Inc. (AA), Noble Corp. (NE), Nabors 
Industries (NBR), United States Steel (X), Devon Energy (DVN) and Marathon Oil Corp. (MRO).  These are 
deep value, but risky opportunities. 
             
 Safety.  At the other end of the spectrum are stocks in regulated industries such as Telecom and 
Utilities.  These businesses tend to be domestic and overseen by regulators who balance shareholder 
returns with customer issues.  Duke Energy (DUK), Edison International (EIX), Dominions Resources (D) 
and Sprint Corp. (S) were among the few stocks in our Universe of Coverage that were higher for the 
week last week.  We also recommend AT&T (T) and Verizon Corp. (VZ).  Many of these “safer” stocks 
offer yields in the 3-4% range. 
                 
Innovation.  This is an important theme in the US economy, which is clearly facing challenges from 
numerous angles:  regulators, global competitors, central bankers, etc.  We have identified a number of 
companies, across several industries, that have a history of innovation that is correlated with 
shareholder returns over time.  These stocks include:  Amazon.com (AMZN), Nike Inc. (NKE), Estee 
Lauder (EL), Visa (V), Wells Fargo (WFC), Merck & Co. (MRK), Actavis Inc. (ACT), Amgen Inc. (AMGN), 
Johnson & Johnson (JNJ), 3M Co. (MMM), Honeywell International (HON), Lockheed Martin (LMT), 
Google Inc. (GOOGL), and Apple Inc. (AAPL) 
                
Sector Diversification.  We always stress diversification across sectors, and last week’s carnage has 
created some opportunities to fill in sector gaps.  We note the potential for aggressive over-selling (at 
least 6-7%) in favorite BUY-rated stocks in the major GICS sectors below: 
 
 
 
 
 



                Materials 

 Ashland Inc. (ASH) 

 PPG Industries Inc. (PPG) 
                Consumer Discretionary 

 Under Armour Inc. (UA) 

 Walt Disney Co. (DIS) 
                Consumer Staples 

 WhiteWave Foods Co. (WWAV) 

 Estee Lauder Cos. (EL) 
                Energy 

 Phillips 66 (PSX) 

 BP Plc (BP) 
                Financial 

 Prudential Financial (PRU) 

 Morgan Stanley (MS) 
                Healthcare 

 Gilead Sciences (GILD) 

 Regeneron Pharmaceuticals (REGN) 
                Industrials 

 Boeing Co. (BA) 

 Honeywell Inc. (HON) 
                Technology 

 Micron Technology (MU) 

 Texas Instruments (TXN) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
DISCLAIMER 
This Note reflects the current thinking of an Argus analyst anticipating or responding to corporate 
earnings reports or other news relevant to covered companies. This Note may be an initial, real-time 
response to developments that are expected to impact stocks under coverage; as such, it does not 
imply that the information in it is correct as of any time after its preparation or that there has been no 
change in the business, financial condition, prospects, creditworthiness or status of a covered 
company. The views or opinions expressed in this Note are subject to change pending further analysis. 
This Note is produced and copyrighted by Argus, and any unauthorized use, duplication, redistribution 
or disclosure is prohibited by law and can result in prosecution. The opinions and information 
contained herein have been obtained or derived from sources believed to be reliable, but Argus 
makes no representation as to their timeliness, accuracy or completeness or for their fitness for any 
particular purpose. This Note is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy any security. The 
information presented in this Note is for general information only and does not specifically address 
individual investment objectives, financial situations or the particular needs of any specific person 
who may receive this Note. Investing in any security or investment strategies discussed may not be 
suitable for you and it is recommended that you consult an independent investment advisor. Nothing 
in this Note constitutes individual investment, legal or tax advice. Argus may issue or may have issued 
other reports that are inconsistent with or may reach different conclusions and opinions than those 
represented in this Note, and all opinions are reflective of judgments made on the original date of 
publication. Those reports may reflect the different assumptions, views and analytical methods of the 
analysts who prepared them and Argus is under no obligation to ensure that other reports are 
brought to the attention of any recipient of this Note or to update or keep current the information 
contained in other reports so that such information is consistent with, or not contrary to, the 
information contained in this Note. Argus Research is an independent investment research provider 
and is not a member of the FINRA or the SIPC. Argus Research is not a registered broker dealer and 
does not have investment banking operations. None of our research is attributable to Argus Investors’ 
Counsel, a registered investment adviser and the asset management arm of Argus Research. Argus 
shall accept no liability for any loss arising from the use of this report, nor shall Argus treat all 
recipients of this report as customers simply by virtue of their receipt of this material. Investments 
involve risk and an investor may incur either profits or losses. Past performance should not be taken 
as an indication or guarantee of future performance. Argus has provided independent research since 
1934. Argus officers, employees, agents and/or affiliates may have positions in stocks discussed in this 
report. No Argus officers, employees, agents and/or affiliates may serve as officers or directors of 
covered companies, or may own more than one percent of a covered company’s stock. 
 

 


