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New products, M&A announcements, management shakeups, earnings surprises. Whatever the news, 
you want to know what Argus thinks. Our Quick Notes fill this need by providing real-time analysis of 
current news about Argus-covered companies or other market-moving events. Please check back 
regularly for new Quick Notes. Important disclaimer information is on the last page of this document. 
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New Additions to the Argus Focus List 

• Argus has published its latest Portfolio Selector, which features its popular Focus List of timely 
investment ideas.  Each month, Director of Research Jim Kelleher, CFA, surveys the team of 
Argus Research industry analysts for their timeliest recommendations out of the company’s 
fundamental universe of approximately 450 companies.  

• The Focus List typically includes 30 stocks; turnover is high, as Director of Research Kelleher 
typically adds three or four new stocks per month.  Performance information on the Focus List 
picks is available in our bi-annual Argus Performance Review. 

• Here are the latest additions, and all are rated BUY:  
o AstraZeneca Plc (NYSE: AZN):  Based in the UK, AstraZeneca focuses on treatments for 

respiratory, autoimmune, and metabolic conditions, as well as on cardiology, neurology, 
and oncology drugs. Unlike peers who have moved beyond the patent protection cliff, 
AZN faces pricing pressure and generic threats to its former blockbusters Nexium (for 
ulcers) and Crestor (for high cholesterol). Management is taking steps to address these 
challenges by cutting costs and assembling a strong new drug pipeline, including a 
promising checkpoint inhibitor product to treat various cancers.  

o NextEra Energy Inc. (NYSE: NEE):  NextEra provides a range of regulated and 
nonregulated energy-related products and services. Its principal regulated subsidiary, 
Florida Power & Light, serves 4.9 million customers in eastern and southern Florida. As 
the largest U.S. generator of wind and solar power, however, NextEra has a growing 
presence in 30 U.S. states and four Canadian provinces. The shares currently yield 2.8%.  

o Salesforce.com Inc. (NYSE: CRM):  Salesforce.com is a cloud-based software-as-a-service 
customer relationship management (or CRM) software. In our view, Salesforce.com is 
well positioned to exploit the secular trends toward software-as-a-service cloud 
solutions, data analytics, and platform software services. Although valuations remain 
high for this young company, the stock’s premium to peers is below its historical 
average premium of the past two years. 



o Bank of America Corp. (NYSE: BAC):  Bank of America, one of the largest financial 
companies in the world, is primarily a U.S. retail and commercial bank. Following 
successful conclusion of the bank stress tests, BofA strengthened its shareholder return 
program, including a significant increase in its share-repurchase authorization and a 60% 
hike in the quarterly dividend. The BAC shares are this month’s Director’s Choice. 

• For more information on these companies, please see our Analyst Reports at 
www.argusresearch.com. 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
This Note reflects the current thinking of an Argus analyst anticipating or responding to corporate earnings 
reports or other news relevant to covered companies. This Note may be an initial, real-time response to 
developments that are expected to impact stocks under coverage; as such, it does not imply that the 
information in it is correct as of any time after its preparation or that there has been no change in the business, 
financial condition, prospects, creditworthiness or status of a covered company. The views or opinions 
expressed in this Note are subject to change pending further analysis. This Note is produced and copyrighted by 
Argus Research Co., and any unauthorized use, duplication, redistribution or disclosure is prohibited by law and 
can result in prosecution. The opinions and information contained herein have been obtained or derived from 
sources believed to be reliable, but Argus makes no representation as to their timeliness, accuracy or 
completeness or for their fitness for any particular purpose. This Note is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an 
offer to buy any security. The information presented in this Note is for general information only and does not 
specifically address individual investment objectives, financial situations or the particular needs of any specific 
person who may receive this Note. Investing in any security or investment strategies discussed may not be 
suitable for you and it is recommended that you consult an independent investment advisor. Nothing in this 
Note constitutes individual investment, legal or tax advice. Argus may issue or may have issued other reports 
that are inconsistent with or may reach different conclusions and opinions than those represented in this Note, 
and all opinions are reflective of judgments made on the original date of publication. Those reports may reflect 
the different assumptions, views and analytical methods of the analysts who prepared them and Argus is under 
no obligation to ensure that other reports are brought to the attention of any recipient of this Note or to update 
or keep current the information contained in other reports so that such information is consistent with, or not 
contrary to, the information contained in this Note. Argus Research is an independent investment research 
provider whose parent company, Argus Investors’ Counsel, Inc., is registered with the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission. Argus Investors’ Counsel is a subsidiary of The Argus Research Group, Inc. Neither The 
Argus Research Group nor any affiliate is a member of the FINRA or the SIPC. Argus Research is not a registered 
broker dealer and does not have investment banking operations. Argus shall accept no liability for any loss 
arising from the use of this report, nor shall Argus treat all recipients of this report as customers simply by virtue 
of their receipt of this material. Investments involve risk and an investor may incur either profits or losses. Past 
performance should not be taken as an indication or guarantee of future performance. Argus has provided 
independent research since 1934. Argus officers, employees, agents and/or affiliates may have positions in 
stocks discussed in this report. No Argus officers, employees, agents and/or affiliates may serve as officers or 
directors of covered companies, or may own more than one percent of a covered company’s stock. 
 

Argus Investors’ Counsel (AIC), a portfolio management business based in Stamford, Connecticut, is a customer 
of Argus Research Co. (ARC), based in New York. Argus Investors’ Counsel pays Argus Research Co. for research 
used in the management of the AIC core equity strategy and model portfolio and UIT products, and has the 
same access to Argus Research Co. reports as other customers. However, clients and prospective clients should 
note that Argus Investors’ Counsel and Argus Research Co., as units of The Argus Research Group, have certain 
employees in common, including those with both research and portfolio management responsibilities, and that 
Argus Research Co. employees participate in the management and marketing of the AIC core equity strategy and 
UIT and model portfolio products. 
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